THE GREAT WAR, 1917

he feared most was that when the Germans realised how
the British attacking troops had been depleted by with-
drawals for Italy they would concentrate their forces farther
south and launch a fierce attack against the French* The
result of such action, Douglas felt sure, would without
doubt put an end to sending troops to Italy*

Small local attacks as well as artillery bombardments
were continued on the Passchendaele front in order to
mislead the enemy, and meantime Douglas prepared as best
he could with his depleted divisions for the next part of the
offensive farther south. He was very gratified to learn that
Petain was prepared to place five divisions of infantry and
three of cavalry at his disposal, and at the same time did
not seem so anxious for the French Sixth Army to be re-
lieved. Douglas had previously explained that he would
only be able to release two divisions for taking over part
of the French line owing to shortage of troops* The help
offered by General Petain was very encouraging and
Douglas continued his preparations with much greater
confidence.

It will be remembered by many how Lloyd George made
a speech in Paris, about this time, in which he had indicated
that the Government in London had doubts about the Allies
coming out of the struggle victorious. Much public feeling
at home was raised against his expressing such views and
I was very worried about the whole matter for Douglas's
sake. I knew such statements as he made would have a much
more encouraging effect on the enemy than on our own
Allies and I wrote to Douglas about it at considerable length.
He told me not to worry myself unduly. He himself in-
tended to completely ignore Lloyd George's attacks on his
leadership and he was sure that the people at home would
not be influenced by such incorrect statements. He assured
me that all the War Cabinet, with the exception of the
Prime Minister, were confident of our ultimate success and
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